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Frequently Asked Questions 

How do I apply for an America 250 NC marker or wayside? 
The first step is to contact America 250 NC staff to discuss the topic. This first step is for a 
variety of reasons: there might already be a proposed marker or wayside related to the subject, or 
it might not match the goals of America 250 NC. Please reach out to america250nc@dncr.nc.gov 
with "waysides and markers" in the subject line. 

How much does it cost to apply for or get a Highway Historical Marker? 
America 250 North Carolina has negotiated prices for historical markers and waysides with two 
vendors, depending on what format you would like to use. Each cost is $3,000 plus installation 
where necessary. 

What documentation or information is required? 
Once the application is in hand, collect primary and scholarly secondary sources that 
demonstrate the significance of the subject to be nominated. A committee comprised of content 
experts will review the content for historical accuracy. Please provide as much documentation as 
possible. 

Can a marker be placed anywhere? 
Markers and waysides should be placed on private or municipal property. It is important that the 
applicant select a place associated with the subject and then look at the area in which the marker 
or wayside can be placed. We suggest a public space or space near a local roadway for placement 
while also considering that some will want to park and get out of their car to read/view the 
marker or wayside's information. Regardless oflocation, we will need a written letter of 
approval from the property owner(s). You must submit location information for all proposed 
sites. Once directed by American 250 NC staff, projects must be submitted to the HPO for 
review to ensure no historic resources are adversely impacted by placement. 

How and when are markers and waysides approved? 
Staff will collect proposals for markers and waysides on a monthly basis and review the proposal 
at the end of the month, providing feedback early the next month. 

What happens next if the application is approved? 
Congratulations! You can work with America 250 North Carolina staff and the vendor(s) to 
discuss payment options (grant application or direct payment to the vendor). If historical 
resources are potentially impacted, environmental review with the State Historic Preservation 
Office will commence. America 250 NC staff will assist in this review process. 

How long does it take for the marker or wayside to go up? 
Markers and waysides generally take 6-10 months to fabricate and deliver the marker or 
wayside. Dedication ceremonies are the responsibility of the applicant or local parties. 



America 250 North Carolina Marker Application 

The markers will measure 26" x 36" with a blue face, red trim, and gold letters. The title line 
will be 2-inch text, and the body text will be 1 ½ inches tall. The title can run 2 lines with 
approximal 15 spaces per line. For the body text there can be a maximum of 9 lines of text that 
can have up to 28 spaces per line. For the spaces count every character and space between 
words, even punctuation, and the letters "m" and "w" count as 1 ½ spaces. 
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The marker will be attached to a seven-foot post, with three feet of the post sunk into the ground, 
making the base of the marker's content approximately 4 feet off the ground. To independently 
purchase or apply for funds to erect an America 250 North Carolina marker, the cost is $3,000 
per marker, payable to the manufacturer. Plan for production time to take around 6 months. 
Local markers cannot be placed in the DOT right-of-way. Local historical markers must be 
placed in the town/county right-of-way or on private property. The background content and 
information on the marker can be shared online via the America 250 North Carolina interactive 
map, timeline, and other printed materials. 

Marker recipients are responsible for arranging marker installation with landowner and 
municipal officials (if necessary), and possible associated costs. We recommend getting in touch 
with the road maintenance department in your area. In some cases, a local Boy Scout troop may 
help with the installation. Markers cannot be installed within the state right-of-way. 

Components 
Please visit the official online application form to complete an application packet. 

1. Subject of proposed marker and (rough) proposed inscription

2. Type of site to be marked (such as home, birthplace, grave, event site)

3. Proposed location of marker, including map coordinates

4. Letter of support from the landowner

5. Is the site a part of a National Register property or district?
Helpful Link: https://www.hpo.nc.gov/survey-and-national-register/national-register

historic-places/nc-lis tings-national-register-historic-places 

6. Historical essay (use this space to help us understand the subject and the context)

7. At least one associated image (with permission to use online and in printed materials)

8. Bibliography (primary and secondary sources) for essay and images.








