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NORTH CAROLINIANS HAVE GATHERED

over time to express their opinions and voice demands for reform through
petitions and demonstrations. By exercising this constitutional right,
guaranteed by the First Amendment, they have motivated change. Most
marches, sit-ins, and boycotts raised awareness of 1Ssues peacefully.
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GathernY
Protest

Despite the humorous illustration, the 51 women of

the "Edenton Tea Party” began a serious protest of
new taxes by sending a petition in 1774 to the British
monarchy. The petition announced the women's boycott
of British-made goods, such as tea and cloth.

Our fathers rolled their garments in blood
and bathed their connexions in tears to
obtain moral and religious rights; and must
a considerable portion of our population
be excluded from those benefits which
8 =% their Glory achieved? And will our State
g continue to debase the African race?

IsHDES

Female Benevolent Societies of Jamestown,
Springfield, and Kennet Petition, 1827
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National March on Washington

October 11, 1987 T~

TARE OUR BUSSES!
From- Durham, Raleigh, Chapel Hill

$ 25 Round Trip, per seat

Sunday, Oct. 11
Lv 5:30am, Rin 12am

Source Notes

e “A Society of Patriotic Ladies at Edenton, North Carolina,” R. Sayer & J. Bennett, March 25, 1775, British cartoon collection, Library of Congress, UK

e female Benevolent Societies of Jamestown, Springfield, and Kennet petition, General Assembly Session Records, December 1826- February 1827,
State Archives

e March in Gastonia, 1929, Lucy R. Penegar Collection, Gaston Museum of Art & History collection, Digital NC. Labor strikes of 1929 erupted in violence
in Marion and Gastonia.

e “Marion Massacre” lyrics, Margaret Tufts Neal, Folk Songs from Appalachia, 1930, Lees-McRae College special collections, Digital Library of
Appalachia; Welling and McGhee “The North Carolina Textile Strike”/ “Marion Massacre,” Paramount recording, 1929, 78-16684 Southern Folklife
Collection, UNC.

e Three buses carried 140 protesters from points in the Triangle to Washington, D.C. to participate in the national march. The roundtrip excursion lasted
from 5 a.m. until midnight. “National March on Washington for Lesbian & Gay Rights” flyer, 1987, Marnie Thompson papers, UNC Greensboro,
Gateway Digital Collections.

e UNC housekeeper Elaine Massey protested the Confederate soldier statue in the center of campus on Martin Luther King Day 1999. Nearly 20 years
later, another protest toppled the statue. John Kenyon Chapman photo collection, 05441, UNC special collections.





