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The freer a people are, the
greater their responsibilities.
The more liberties of a people,
the greater the exactions.

Dr. Ezekiel Ezra Smith, 1898

born in Duplin County,

Consul General to Liberia, 1888-1892

Early president of Fayetteville State University
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he Emancipation Proclamation on January 1, 1863. Freedom came to
most of the enslaved in North Carolina two years later when the Civil

nded. With their bonds now broken, freed people found ways to

make

Eternal vigilance is the price of liberty. It took great suffering to get
liberty, it requires great watchfulness to keep it...Be on your guard.

heir living and to nurture their tamilies and communities.
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SECRETARY OF STATE of the UNITED STATES, have hereunto subscribed my

name and caused the seal of the Department of State to be affrxed.
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Slaves prayed for freedom...Slavery was a bad thing and

freedom, of the kind we got with nothing to live on, was bad.
Iwo snakes full of poison... Their names was “slavery” and
“freedom.” The snake called slavery lay with his head pointed
south and the snake called freedom lay with his head pointed
north. Both bit the [Blacks], and they were both bad.

Patsy Mitchner, 1937
formerly enslaved in Raleigh

African Americans established churches and
schools to strengthen their communities with
Institutions of mutual support. These institutions
grew as evidence of new-found freedoms and
hard-won opportunities.

Henry P. Cheatham, 1898
African American congressman, 16889-1892
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